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The Pacific War: The Rape of Nanking

"A Doomed Capital." Times, 8 Dec. 1937, p. 17. The Times Digital Archive, link.gale.com/apps/doc/
CS285553032/TTDA?u=txshracd2602&sid=TTDA&xid=ff413elb.

would give a good deal to be able 1o discern.
There are now two courses open to him, both
almost equally vnattractive. He can make over-
tures which would lead, after a good deal of
one-sided bargaining, to ‘an armistice. The
adverse effect of such a step on his own political
position would be serious, but it would now be
mitigated by certain not unimportant factors.
One of these is the condition of his best troeps,
who have every excuse for war-weariness.
Another is the argument, which he could easily
and perhaps persuasively advance, that, though
Japan will drive a hard bargain to-day, she
would drive a still harder one to-morrow, when
she has advanced even deeper into China ; and
that it is therefore in China's interest to come to
terms as quickly as possible. There is a good
deal to be said for this policy: but it seems
doubtful whether GENERAL CHIANG is the man
tG say it. Like all Chinese, he Jooks forward
through future generations to the ultimate day of
China’s liberation from Japan; and he is prob-
ably in some degree moved by the knowledge
that to call off the present struggle before
all is lost would be to found the wrong
kind of tradition for future resistance. He
is a dour man at all times, and now he is a
desperate one. Left to himself, he is unlikely to
seek a humiliating peace while China can still
offer at any rate the show of viglence
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pshort period bf lip-service before once more

fbut her long-term prospects in China are not

Japan can do it; perhaps she cap go on doing
It as long as she wishes. But there is a chance
that she cannot, that the strajqg will become so
severe that a period of {(at the Jeast) stalemate
may ensue, bringing with it ap atmosphere in
which China could open ne otiations without

loss of prestige. It is admittedly a slender
chance; but perhaps in the Chinese view it is
worth a rearguard action.

_The indications are that Japan does not know
what she wants. China in the nesr futurs will
be divided into two parts. One will be ruled by
the Chinese, the other by the Japanese through
Chinese puppets. Both forms of administration
offer acute perplexities to Japan. Does she
want to break CHIANG'S power, in which case
the provinces outside Japan’s sphere will
alf!lost certainly become a political chaos
with the Communists in the ascendant? Or
does she hope for a chastened Central
Government, which would give her only a

offending as the Nanking Administration
offended ?  She will, no doubt, contrive to
weather the difficulties before her for a time;
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The Pacific War: The Rape of Nanking

"At the headquarters of the Nanking Safety Zone Committee.

Left to right: Mr. Zial (Russian Tartar); Mr. Hatz (Austrian); Mr. Rabe (German, Chairman of the
Safety Zone Committee); Rev. John Magee (American Church Mission); Mr. Cola Podshivaloff (White
Russian) December 13, 1937. Source: Yale University Library: Divinity School: The Nanking
Massacre Project: Photographs and Films. YDS-RG008-265-002-009
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Ruins of destroyed buildings after air raid by the Nazi "Condor Legion" unit, Guernica, Spain 1937.
Source: Allgemeiner Deutscher Nachrichtendienst - Zentralbild (Bild 183-H25224)
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